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Ready, Set… Launching Our Inquiry
The Critical Thinking Consortium

Topic
Recognizing defining moments in Canadian history

Subject area/discipline
Interdisciplinary

Grade level
7-12

Suggested time
1 period (60-75 minutes)

Overarching critical inquiry question
As a defining moment in Canadian history, how significant was the impact of the Pandemic 1918
on Canadian society?
Enrichment question: Might the Pandemic 1918 have contributed to a more liveable Canada
today?

Overarching critical inquiry task
Tell a compelling story for a specific audience using evidence (historical, geographic,
mathematical, scientific, psychological…) about how significant an impact the Pandemic 1918 had
on Canadian society.
Enrichment task: In your story, suggest how the Pandemic 1918 might have contributed to a more
liveable Canada today.

Lesson critical inquiry questions
A. What makes an event a defining moment in Canadian history?
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B. What makes defining moments significant?
C. How might we best tell a compelling story about the significance of the impact of the
Pandemic 1918?

Lesson critical inquiry tasks (critical challenges)
A. Rank from most to least significant a set of historical events.
B. Record initial thinking about what details to include to tell a compelling story about the
significance of the impact of the Pandemic 1918.

Central ideas/learning goals
Students will understand and apply criteria for a defining moment. They will recognize the
similarity between historically significant events and defining moments, and understand how
historical evidence about an event can be used to tell a compelling story about the event and the
significance of its impact.

Related concepts
yy defining moment
yy historical significance
yy perspective taking

Key competencies
yy framing and/or responding to powerful questions
yy gathering appropriate evidence
yy effectively evaluating the evidence in light of criteria
yy drawing sound conclusions consistent with the evidence and criteria
yy collaboratively working with others to encourage in meaningful discourse that deepens
understanding of the importance of historical events

Lesson overview
In this lesson, students examine what makes moments in Canada’s past so significant that they
become known as “defining moments”— events with such impact that they shaped important
aspects of Canada over a period of time. The lesson begins with students judging the significance
of a variety of events in Canadian history. Through consideration of these events, students
develop an understanding of criteria for significance and how it relates to “defining moments.”
Then, students are briefly introduced to the Pandemic 1918 and the overarching inquiry task of
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crafting a compelling story about this defining moment in Canada’s history. The lesson concludes
with students beginning to record details about the Pandemic 1918 that they might use to tell a
compelling story about its impact.

Materials and preparation required
yy Briefing sheet: Selected Moments in Canadian History
yy Activity sheet: Identifying Defining Moments in Canadian History
yy Thoughtbook: Planning a Compelling Story
yy Optional: Using Thoughtbooks to Sustain Inquiry (available for purchase here: https://tc2.
ca/shop/using-thoughtbooks-sustain-inquiry-p-2155)

Suggested activities
Launch the learning
1. Organize class into small groups of 3-4 students and provide each group with the
descriptions of eight events in Canadian history found on the Briefing sheet: Selected
Moments in Canadian History.
2. Inform students that most of the eight events seldom appear in textbooks and yet some
might be defining moments in Canada’s history. Ask groups to rank order the events from
most to least significant in defining Canada. Ask them to select one event they believe may
have been a “defining moment” for Canada and make a case for it to be included in future
textbooks.
3. Invite groups to share the event they selected. Remind students to explain the reasons for
their selections.
4. Explain to students that the class will be exploring a defining moment in Canada’s history
and deciding how significant its impact was on Canadian society.

Develop understanding of criteria for judgment
1. Guide students’ attention back to the eight events. Ask students to share what their group
talked about when ranking from most significant to least significant. As students share
their thinking, co-develop or present possible criteria for significance:
yy Duration of impacts: Did the event have lasting effects?
yy Breadth of impacts: Did the event have widespread effects on many people and
areas of life?
yy Depth of impacts: Did the event affect society in meaningful ways?
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2. Invite students to practice using the criteria by examining one of the eight events that
likely appeared low on each group’s ranking of significance, such as the invention of the
game crokinole. Ask students to use the criteria to assess its significance. Possible student
responses include:
yy Has the game had lasting impacts?
»» Yes, it is still played in rural Ontario. However, although people still play the game
many years after its invention, we’re not sure if this means it has lasting impacts.
yy Has it had widespread impacts?
»» No, the game has not changed or affected many people or areas of life.
yy Was the impact deeply felt by society?
»» No, it has not in any significant ways shaped or changed any aspect of Canadian
society.
yy Should the invention of crokinole be considered a defining moment?
»» No, it is not very significant as, although it has been played since its invention
nearly 150 years ago, it is only played by a small number of people and has not
significantly affected, changed, or revealed any aspect of Canadian society.
3. Suggest that very significant events are often “defining moments” for a country—events
that had such an impact that they shaped important aspects of Canada over a period of
time.
4. If students need additional support understanding and applying the criteria, consider
selecting another relatively insignificant event or one that groups disagreed about to
decide if it could be a defining moment.

Introduce the thinking strategy
1. Suggest that a structured thinking strategy might help us make judgments and check our
thinking about what counts as a defining moment in a country’s history. Introduce students
to the Activity sheet: Identifying Defining Moments in Canadian History. Ask students to
revisit their initial ranking by applying the criteria to each event. Once they have applied
the criteria, ask them to determine if their ranking has changed or remained the same. You
may wish to have them apply the criteria and fill in the thinking strategy individually before
sharing with their group members to exchange their views.
2. Invite groups to share their thinking with the class. Did their top ranked event change? Why
or why not?
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Introduce the event: Pandemic 1918
1. Inform students that they will be looking closely at a defining moment in Canada that has
not received much attention in curriculum documents—the Pandemic 1918.
2. Present students with the following information regarding the impact of the Pandemic 1918
and its coverage in Canadian schools:
yy The Pandemic 1918 was the most deadly flu to ever hit Canada. Between 30,000
and 50,000 Canadians died from influenza during the pandemic.
yy A survey of curricula from across the country showed there is no reference to the
Pandemic 1918 in any of the provincial curriculum documents.
3. Invite students to apply the criteria for a defining moment based on this limited information.
You may wish to ask them what else they need to know in order to apply the criteria
effectively. You may wish to record and post their questions to connect to other lessons in
this inquiry.
4. Ask students to imagine how they might address the absence of the Pandemic 1918 in
history classrooms by effectively telling the story of the event. How might they illustrate
the significance of its impact using evidence from a variety of disciplines such as history,
geography, science, math, and the arts? What additional questions would they need
answered to effectively tell the story of the event?

Consolidation
1. To conclude the lesson, inform students that they will examine the Pandemic 1918
in greater detail and through different disciplines in future lessons to determine the
significance of its impact on Canadian society. They will consider how they can share
their insights with the broader community in a compelling way. Suggest to students that,
ultimately, they may choose to tell the story of the impact of the Pandemic 1918 in a variety
of ways. They could tell a story through:
yy a museum exhibit
yy a musical
yy a mathematical representation
yy a piece of music with lyrics
yy a poem or short story
yy an interpretative dance
yy a painting or sculpture
yy a dramatic performance
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yy an illustrated map
yy a visual tour of photographs and other artifacts
yy other
They will select their format after they learn more about the event.
2. Introduce students to the story planning template to be used in their Thoughtbook:
Planning a Compelling Story. Review the purpose and intent of the Thoughtbook as outlined
on the first page. Draw students’ attention to the graphic organizer provided to assist in
developing ideas and sorting the evidence they are going to gather about the Pandemic
1918.
3. Invite them to record their initial ideas that might be included in their story about the
Pandemic 1918 based on their brief introduction to the topic during this lesson.
4. Invite students to consider the various components of a story. Remind them that a good
story is compelling—it makes the reader want to read, view, or listen to it, or it can make
the reader want to act on what they learned in the story. Ask students to generate words to
describe a story that would do that. Provide a few examples such as interesting, attentiongrabbing, relatable, etc.
5. Invite students to share their adjectives. As students share, connect the adjective to one or
more of the criteria for a compelling story:
yy accurate and informative
yy clear and understandable
yy engaging and appropriate for the target audience
yy focused and purposeful (answers an important question)
Add any additional criteria that surface as the students share.
6. Encourage students that as they work through the lessons, they can continue to think
about how to develop their story. Remind students to always keep in mind the criteria for a
compelling story.
Note: The “7 Sentence Story Structure” found on the Defining Moments Canada website (https://
definingmomentscanada.ca/creating-great-stories/7-sentence-story-structure/) includes many
helpful details and examples that connect with the Thoughtbook graphic organizer. Consider
using the examples to help explain the process to students. Be aware that students may choose to
develop a story that addresses a broader topic and does not focus on a single character.
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Briefing sheet: Selected Moments in Canadian History
The game winning goal is scored in the 1972 Summit Series
In 1972, the Cold War between the West and the Soviet Union (now Russia) was in full swing. In
the midst of this ideological conflict, hockey took centre stage for a few weeks. A hockey series
between Canada and the Soviet Union was planned with four games scheduled to be played in
Canada and four in the Soviet Union. In the West, confidence was high that the stars of the NHL
would easily dominate the series. Canadian were shocked when Soviet Union won two of the first
four games and tied another. Going into the final of eight games, the series was tied with three
wins and a tie for each team. With only 34 seconds left in the final game and the score tied 5-5,
Paul Henderson scored the goal that allowed Canada to win the first ever series between Canada
and the Soviet Union.
For an image of the winning goal go to:
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/1972-canada-soviet-hockey-series/

The Great Peace of Montreal is signed
In August of 1701, the Great Peace of Montreal was signed between New France and 39 First
Nations ending decades of violent conflict. At the signing, 1300 representatives from the 39
indigenous nations attended the event. The treaty was signed by Louis-Hector de Callière,
governor of New France, and the First Nations delegation, putting an end to Franco-Iroquois wars
and conflicts between the Iroquois and the Great Lakes nations over the fur trade.
For an image relating to the signing of the Great Peace of Montreal go to:
http://www.museevirtuel.ca/edu/ViewLoitCollection.do?method=preview&lang=EN&id=24707

Pablum is invented
In 1931, Pablum was introduced to the world. Developed by pediatricians from Sick Children’s
Hospital in Toronto, Pablum provided parents with an easy-to-prepare and nutritious meal for
babies that greatly reduced malnutrition in children.
For an image of Pablum go to:
http://globalfirstsandfacts.com/2017/08/29/pablum-a-canadian-culinary-creation-for-infants/
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Briefing sheet: Selected Moments in Canadian History (Cont’d)

Milk is sold in plastic bags
Milk sold in plastic bags was introduced to Canadians in the 1970s. To this day, milk in plastic bags
is a rarity in the world, found in Eastern Europe, Israel, Australia, and only rarely in the U.S.

Courtesy of Garfield Gini-Newman

Canadians fight in the Spanish Civil War
Despite Canada’s decision to stay out of the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939), the Mackenzie
Papineau battalion joined to fight against the fascist forces. Hitler used the conflict as an
opportunity to test out Germany’s Luftwaffe (airforce). Many view the Spanish Civil War as the first
conflict between democracy and fascism which would engulf much of the world within a couple
of years. To this day, Canadians who fought against fascism in Spain have not been recognized by
Canada as war veterans.
For an image relating to the Mackenize-Papineau battalion in the Spanish Civil War go to:
https://cdnhistorybits.wordpress.com/2015/06/09/canada-and-the-spanish-civil-war/
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Briefing sheet: Selected Moments in Canadian History (Cont’d)

Viola Desmond refuses to move from the “whites only” section of a theatre
In 1946, a business woman in New Glasgow, Nova Scotia named Viola Desmond refused to move
from the “whites only” section of the Roseland movie theatre. There was a one-cent tax difference
between the seat she had paid for and the more expensive seat she used. This constituted a minor
tax violation. The conviction for the supposed crime stood until Viola Desmond was posthumously
pardoned in 2010.
For an image of Viola Desmond go to:
https://thewalrus.ca/viola-desmonds-fight-for-change-is-not-history/

Crokinole is invented
In 1876, the earliest known crokinole board was made by craftsman Eckhardt Wettlaufer in Perth
County, Ontario, Canada. It is believed that Wettlaufer crafted the board as a fifth birthday present
for his son Adam.

Courtesy of Garfield Gini-Newman
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Briefing sheet: Selected Moments in Canadian History (Cont’d)

Canada’s first novel is written
The Influence of a Book was the first novel written in Canada. The author, Phillipe-Ignace François
Aubert du Gaspé, was the last surviving seigneur in Quebec and would later write a novel depicting
the fall of New France, Canadians of Old. The Influence of a Book was published in 1837 and told
the tale of Charles Amand’s quest for gold. Running through the novel is a satirical theme aimed at
spiritual poverty in Quebec.
For an image of The Influence of a Book go to:
https://www.amazon.com/Influence-Book-Phillippe-Jr-Gaspe/dp/1895854105
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Montreal is signed
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Series
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Does it meet the criteria?

The game winning

Event

yy Depth of impacts: Did the event affect society in meaningful ways?

yy Breadth of impacts: Did the event have widespread effects on many people and areas of life?

yy Duration of impacts: Did the event have lasting effects?

Criteria for a “defining moment”

Ranking

Ranking

Examine the events. Use the criteria and evidence provided and any additional background knowledge you may have to
determine if each event is a defining moment. Rank the events from those that best fit the criteria of a defining moment to
those that do not fit the criteria as well.

Activity sheet: Identifying Defining Moments in Canadian History
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Activity sheet: Identifying Defining Moments in Canadian History (Cont’d)
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Activity sheet: Identifying Defining Moments in Canadian History (Cont’d)
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